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The area evacuated extended from Petrich to Vidin, to a depth of 35 kilo-
meters. Paople who were considsred a nuisance to the govermment were dis-
placed trom areas within 50 kilometers of the frontier,

Approximﬁtely 755,000 to 90,000 persons have been moved from the area.
Persons selected for remcval weres

a. Anti-Communistes;

b. Nen-Cemmunists who had a certain amount of authority prior to the
Communists regime; ‘

co Anbi-ccllectivists; and
d. Those who already bad a family member in exile.

Persons removed from the frontier were %taken to southern Bulgaris

and the Turkish frontier. Families were placed in villages where
they were complete strangers, N» restrictions were made on the type of
accomrpdations available o them, and the majority lived in small rented
houses. Moving from one house to another within the district was per-
mitted; but a spacial permit was necessary to move to a different area;
such permits were rarsly granted. A4 majority of the displaced persons
were employed on shate farms or in state factories. No particular hard-
ships were appavent; however, some who were without work were compslled
to sell all their possessions cr seek help from their more fortunate
relatives in the interior.
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4o Reasons for the displacement of residents from the area along the
Yugoslav frontier weres

a. To prevent agents infilbtrated by the Yugoslav Govermment from
successfully crossing into the interiorg

b. To arresh with grester ease Bulgerians who might desert their
sountrys and

¢s To hinder the formation by the Yugoslavs of a £ifth column beyond
the frontier.
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